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water in a tank (pond) burn, and he replied in tl affirmative. He was, however, in reality disconsolat because he did not know how to do it. By chance 1 met a distiller, who asked him why he looked so trouble and, on learning his difficulty, promised to help him c condition that he gave him his daughter in marriag To this the Brahman consented. The distiller ga1 him a quantity of liquor to pour into the tank, at told him to set it alight in the presence of the kin The Brahman kept his word, and the Sondis are tl descendants of the offspring of his daughter and tl distiller. The caste is divided into several endoo'amoi
o
divisions, viz., Bodo Odiya, Madhya kula, and Sam kula. The last is said to be made up of illegitima descendants of the two first divisions.
The Sondis distil liquor from the ippa (Bassii flower, rice, and jaggery (crude sugar). There is tradition that Brahma created the world, and pinched t from a point between his eyebrows a little mud, fro which he made a figure, and endowed it with life. Tin Suka Muni was created, and authorised to distil spir from the ippa flowers, which had hitherto been eate by birds.
When a girl reaches puberty, she is set apart in room within" a square enclosure made with four arrov connected together by a thread. Turmeric and oil ai rubbed over her daily, and, on the seventh day, she visi; the local shrine.
Girls are married before puberty. Some days befoi a wedding, a sal (Shorea robusta) or neredu (Eugeni Jambolana) post is set up in front of the bridegroom house/ and a panclal (booth) erected round it. On th appointed day, a caste feast is held, and a procession < males proceeds to the bride's house, carrying with thei